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Greetings and welcome to the scenic Victoria Falls where I am
sure in your spare time you shall feel and enjoy Zimbabwe's

hospitality.

[ am delighted to be among such an integral lotteries and
gaming fraternity noting that the convention has the collective
involvement of operators too. I must therefore, commend the
Gaming Regulators Africa Forum for such co-ordination. It
shows that in the lotteries and gaming field there is no hide and
seek as the regulators and operators are blended in an
atmosphere of cordial business consensus thus transparency and
accountability become easy. Accordingly, regulators become
just champions and enablers as opposed to being somewhat

watchdogs.

It is with profound appreciation and gratitude that the entire
convention is sponsored by the operators whom I wish to thank
one by one for their exemplary gesture starting with for almost
everything, my compatriots, namely Africabet/Africa Lotto
(Brian Makwabarara), African Sun Casinos, Beitbridge Inn
Casinos (Antonis Leondios), Betting World (Clever Mushangwe
and Bernard Zieve), Chimanimani Casinos (Michael Mataure),
Enterpro (Pvt) Ltd/Regency Casino (Max Tshuma), Mandla
Gaming (Mercy Msipa), Mashonaland Bookmakers Association,

Mashonaland Turf Club, Montclair Casinos, Soccer Shop (Peter



Barr), Southern Leisure Casinos (Obert Dube), The President’s
Fund Lotto and in solidarity from South Africa in respect of the
farewell dinner, Zonke, Route Gaming Solutions and Micro

Gaming.

The interaction and mingling of all the parties with interest in
lotteries and gaming entrenches the philosophy and benefits of
the trade which in the final analysis are pleasure and socio-

economic investment.

[ am aware that many jurisdictions represented here have
expedited and elevated their regulatory competencies through
mutual exchange of business intelligence, legislation, technical
knowhow, benchmarking, due diligences and inductions
courtesy of GRAF. Such synergies are catalystic in best
practices via adaptation. Imagine if this organ called GRAF was
not there what the cost of re-inventing the wheel that GRAF
member states have skipped through the mutual exchanges
would have been set aside the effectiveness that has been built
in regulatory proficiency across jurisdictions. In GRAF
exchange is for free, only zeal counts, thanks to mutual co-

operation.

Lately technology has changed the landscape of lotteries and

gaming but | am informed that one thing for sure is that GRAF



member jurisdictions fear not since the technical committee is
progressively seized with such dynamics thus bringing each
jurisdiction to speed. Infact, there is no middle ground in
innovation. The industry either embraces it or dies. However,
the area of technology triggers other dimensions that need
caution as some unscrupulous merchants try to offload or
discard rudimentary or obsolete and often counterfeit devices on
the continent. Please get rid of this menace of pirate devices that

has become common news in the press nowadays.

Considerations for trading need not overlook sovereign strategic
imperatives like employment creation. This is particularly
critical when looking at mass employment channels upstream
and downstream like thoroughbred horse racing from breeding,
feed production, training, racing and betting. Not only is it real
as opposed to virtual. It has potential substantial contributions to
the gross domestic product besides having thrilled punters for
centuries, so whatever the temptation for proliferation of
automated racing that diminishes employment, a balance should
be struck in technological innovation and preservation of critical

gaming sectors.

In order to keep the integrity of the industry intact, please
remain attentive to prohibition of illicit practices like money

laundering and the financing of terrorism among other
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